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Daniel Chap 2 & 7

Previously
Why we take prophecy seriously! See introduction to week 3.

Remember in a previous week (in Zech) I outlined the various views of God's people at that time:-

There were three approaches to the awful events of the Exile.
1) For those who thought God lived in the temple, God had left them or had Himself been 
defeated. The answer was to worship other gods and forget Him! It did not really work out like that, 
because they belonged to Him and could not easily forget it.
2) God was not defeated, He had used Nebuchadnezzer to destroy the temple as judgement 
against the nation. He had cast off Israel because of their sins. They were to be rejected forever.
3) Zechariah and Haggai gave the true answer.

a) God was not defeated.
b) Nebuchadnezzer was a tool in God's hand.
c) It was because of their sin, but God had not cast them aside. The call was that they were 
still His people, they must turn to Him again, obey and build. God would restore as surely 
as He had destroyed those sinful ancestors. This time they were to rise repentant and renew 
their covenant with Him.

God is able to bring low the proud and mighty, those thought invincible. See poem, Ozymandias.

Intro:
Here we see that God was showing them that a He had a plan, and there was much of it still ahead.

The Two Dreams
See chart in the study Bible:-

• Babylonian Empire
• Medo-Persian Empire
• Roman Empire
• Anti-Christ and the ten powers that will devour the whole earth. EU? Used to be claimed 

before ten members.

1) Man's View and God's View
Roman 

• Geographical, therefore no British Empire mentioned.
• A type. All western democracies are based on a Roman model of government.

The European Union
See web article. Site at http://www.lamblion.com/articles/prophecy/signs/Signs-08.php

The position of the U.S.A.
Modern U.S.A. Thinking seems to see itself as separate from Europe. Europe is seen as a possible 
rival superstate. The U.S.A. Have publicly declared that they will never allow the rise of a future 
superstate to rival them. On the news, just before Iraq was invaded it was reported that the right-
wing advisers of George Bush had decided the next steps after that conflict. Iran, North Korea and 
to “contain” France and Germany. They are now acting on the first two.

Are they going to be a part of Europe and therefore this prediction as they absorb Europe? Who 
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knows! But the Bible student watches with interest.

The U.S.A. certainly has a Roman based government system which it wishes to impose on others so 
it is of the right type to be included. (Late Great Planet Earth by Tim La Haye, foot of p95)

What does the U.S.A. think of the EU?

2) The stone that strikes is the Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus shatters and replaces man' attempts at world peace by world government with His own rule.

U.S.A. Christian teaching on the end time signs for the last quarter a century has seen the U.N. As 
an attempt at a godless world government, and a rival to Christ's rule (see LGPE p155, 159,160).

Does this U.S.A. Christian teaching hold the key to some of the actions of the present U.S.A. 
government?

3) All nations against Israel. Why should this sign be significant to believers at this 
time?

Leading up to the invasion of Iraq the Labour government had trouble from their supporters asking 
why some U.N. Resolutions are being enforced but not the ones pertaining to Israel. They brought 
out a document called 'Road Map to a Palestinian State' as an attempt to incorporate a deal 
between Israel & the Palestinians with the Iraq situation. 

Claire Short explained the goal was to very quickly have a Palestinian state alongside Israel. Would 
Israel agree? The USA seemed to agree, or so it was reported in our news media, yet they nothing 
about it.

Will it eventually be agreed? If the United Nations imposed it, would Israel rebel? They hold 
weapons of mass destruction. Would they threaten to use them to defend their borders? Remember 
an end time sign is that all nations will stand against Israel.
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From NIV Study Bible
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Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822)

Ozymandias. 1818

I MET a Traveler from an antique land, 
Who said, "Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 
Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand, 
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown, 
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read, 
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 
The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed: 
And on the pedestal these words appear: 
"My name is OZYMANDIAS, King of Kings." 
Look on my works ye Mighty, and despair! 
No thing beside remains. Round the decay 
Of that Colossal Wreck, boundless and bare, 
The lone and level sands stretch far away. 
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